
Albert van der Lee 

 
Albert van der Lee was Thredbo’s Resident Manager for most of the period that Lend Lease 
owned and operated Kosciusko Thredbo, and nobody else before or since has done the 
resort’s central managerial job for so long. He was the man who undertook the detailed 
planning and implementation needed to bring to fruition the vision that Dick Dusseldorp 
held for Thredbo.  

Van der Lee oversaw chairlift development and the fashioning of ski runs and traverses as 
well as the development of the road system, parking facilities, signposting, fire protection 
and sewerage. He was also responsible for hotel extensions and for the negotiations with 
the several government bodies which had regulatory and other interests in the resort. He 
had oversight of the evolution and modernisation of the village that emerged from the 
haphazard, rather primitive settlement that had developed before his time. Thredbo was 
still “Mudbo” when van der Lee arrived; by the time he left it had become the sophisticated 
resort that thousands have come to know and appreciate. 

A great deal happened in van der Lee’s time as the company’s “main man” in Thredbo, 
including the development of the Merritts beginners’ area and the creation of the Anton’s, 
Sponar’s and Karel’s T-Bars on the upper slopes. The summer attraction represented by the 
golf course was another facility whose creation he oversaw, as were Thredbo’s first tennis 
courts. Several years after his retirement towards the end of the Lend Lease period, he 
became the founding President of the Thredbo Historical Society, and he later contributed 
to the recording of the resort’s history in the Society’s Newsletter. Nobody else could have 
brought a more detailed understanding of the evolution of Thredbo than he. 

Van der Lee recognised fully the contribution of Dusseldorp as leader during his time and 
the roles played in earlier years by people like Tony Sponar and Eric Nicholls. Nicholls he 
praised for having created the large lodge sites which have been a boon to those many clubs 
which have been enabled to expand their originally small and cramped buildings.  

Albert van der Lee’s fingerprints were on most of what developed in Thredbo over a period 
of more than two decades. Tough enough to stand up to the many independently-minded 
individuals in the village and sufficiently committed to last the course and see projects 
through, he left the resort in better shape, aesthetically, functionally and economically, than 
he found it. His legacy was both considerable and positive. 

 


