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Antonin Sponar was born in Prague on 8th April 1920. Tony was a Czech 

champion hockey player, junior ski racing champion and the National 

Champion ski racer for Czechoslovakia in the post-war years. Tony was 

driven to succeed in downhill ski racing and his talent saw him rise to 

become an International and Olympic ski champion, though with not enough 

money for fast skis; nevertheless he was placed 6th 9th and 17th in the 1948 

St Moritz Winter Olympics.  

The family ran a ‘bourgeois’ small business which manufactured picture 

frames. Tony refused an exceptionally generous offer made by wealthy 

French Czechs to study architecture, and the opportunity to train alongside 

the best French ski racers for reasons of family loyalty to the business.  

Before the Olympics Tony was a ski instructor, part of the time in St Anton 

between 1941 and 1945, and also in the Beskydy Mountains in northern 

Moravia up to 1945. Tony met Elisabeth his future English wife in Prague in 

1947 and married her in Austria in 1949.  She was to remain his partner for 

life.  

Following the takeover of the Czechoslovakian government in 1948 and the 

ensuing ‘Putsch’, saw Tony at the end of 1948 drive Frank’s old 2nd World 

War jeep transformed into a portable ski lift, to St Anton. Meanwhile Frank 

Prihoda, together with his brother in law Karel Nekvapil, escaped on skis 

into Austria. Together the three refugees operated a ski-lift in St Christoph, 

teaching amputees how to ride the ski-lift. Shortly thereafter Sasha Nekvapil 

arrived and before Easter, Elisabeth, and the group disbanded only to meet 

up again in Australia in December 1950.  

Elisabeth and Tony had arrived to take up employment at the Hotel 

Kosciusko in 1951, when within a week the grand establishment went up in 

flames. After the Hotel Kosciuszko fire the couple went on to work at The 

Chalet at Charlotte Pass where Elisabeth was a receptionist and Tony was 

one of the ski instructors.  



As a hydrographer for the Snowy Mountains authority in 1954, having had 

set the Australian Ski Championships’ downhill course in the Twin Valley’s 

Tony saw the potential for a ski village providing year round vehicular 

access just below the snow line. Tony harbored a dream of an alpine village 

which reminded him of St Anton.  

In May 1955, the Kosciusko chairlift and Thredbo Hotel Syndicate was 

formed and subsequently acquired a lease from the state government with 

the idea of developing a year-round resort. The initiating directors were 

Tony Sponar, Charles Anton, Eric Nicholls and Geoffrey Hughes.  However 

the man with the vision left the employment of Kosciuszko Thredbo Pty Ltd 

in 1958 after a disagreement with the other founding directors.  

Tony then focused on obtaining a lease on the old staff quarters of the Hotel 

Kosciusko at Diggers Creek that remained after the 1951 fire. A lease was 

successfully acquired, and in 1959 the name ‘Sponars Lakeside Inn’ was to 

become his new venture. The business thrived and since its sale in 1980 

the historic ‘Sponar’s Chalet’ continues to cater to the skiing public to this 

day. 

Tony driving his red Ferrari Dino 246 accompanied by his pet pig in the front 

passenger seat was not an uncommon sight in Jindabyne in the early 70’s; 

and  in the late 70’s he took up hang gliding, and claimed to be the first 

person to have hang glided over the top of Mt Kosciuszko! 

Sponar’s T-Bar is named after Tony, and Thredbo as it stands today would 

surely have surpassed his wildest dreams – an internationally renowned 

resort – unique in its setting in the Australian Alps in comparison to his 

beloved St Anton.    

Sponars name is synonymous with the selection of the site for what we now 

know as Thredbo Village. 

Tony Sponar -  an historic Face of Thredbo 

 


